
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-152 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELK GROVE 
DECLARING ITS INTENT TO ADOPT A GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT; ADOPT A 
COMMINUTY PLAN; ADOPT AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SOUTHEAST 
POLICY AREA SPECIAL PLANNING AREA AND REZONING PROPERTIES IN THE 

SPECIAL PLANNING AREA; AND ACCEPTING THE MASTER WATER PLAN, 
LEVEL II SEWER STUDY, AND DRAINAGE STUDY FOR 

THE SOUTHEAST POLICY AREA, PROJECT NO. PL0016 

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2003, the City Council adopted Resolution 2003-
217 adopting the General Plan of the City of Elk Grove as required by State law; and 

WHEREAS, the General Plan included Policy LU-32 establishing the Southeast 
Policy Area, as a future growth area of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has directed the preparation of a strategic plan for 
the Southeast Policy Area as a City project; and 

WHEREAS, the Southeast Policy Area Strategic Plan is a "project" under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 

WHEREAS, in compliance with Public Resources Code §21080.4, a Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) was prepared by the City of Elk Grove and was distributed to the 
State Clearinghouse, Office of Planning and Research, responsible agencies and other 
interested parties on April 19, 2013 with the comment period ending on May 20, 2013; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Elk Grove distributed a Notice of Availability for the 
Project's Draft EIR on March 21, 2014, which started the 45-day public review period, 
ending on May 5, 2014; and, 

WHEREAS, on June 19, 2014, the Planning Commission held a duly-noticed 
public hearing as required by law to consider all of the information presented by staff 
and public testimony presented in writing and at the meeting; and 

WHEREAS, on July 9, 2014 the City Council held a duly-noticed public hearing 
as required by law to consider all of the information presented by staff and public 
testimony presented in writing and at the meeting; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council directed that: 

1. Text be added to page 4-6 of the draft Special Planning Area calling for 
dedication and/or reservation of additional area along Kammerer Road for future 
improvements in keeping with the intent of the Capital Southeast Connector as 
determined by the City; and 



2. That the building form diagrams in Chapter 4 of the Special Planning Area be 
updated to correct the street forms for consistency with the common street form used 
for that building form. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Elk 
Grove hereby declares its intent to adopt or approve the following based upon the 
findings listed below: 

1) Amend the Introduction, Circulation Element, and Land Use Element of 
the General Plan as provided in Exhibit A; 

2) Adopt the Southeast Policy Area Community Plan, as provided in Exhibit 
B, as a Community Plan in the General Plan; 

3) Adopt the Southeast Policy Area Special Planning Area, as provided in 
Exhibit C, as a new special purpose zoning district in Title 23 of the Elk 
Grove Municipal Code (Zoning); 

4) Rezone the properties in the Southeast Policy Area to the Southeast 
Policy Area Special Planning Area as illustrated in Exhibit D; and 

5) Accept the Master Water Plan, Level II Sewer Study, and Drainage Study 
for the Southeast Policy Area as provided in Exhibits E, F, and G, 
respectively. 

General Plan Amendment 

Finding: The General Plan Amendment is consistent with the goals and policies 
of the Elk Grove General Plan. 

Evidence: The proposed General Plan Amendment would update two figures in 
the Circulation Element and would update Land Use Policy LU-32 consistent with 
the planning for the Southeast Policy Area. The changes to the circulation 
figures clarify the alignment of future light rail and of arterial and collector 
roadways, consistent with Policies Cl-9 and Cl-10. The changes to Policy LU-32 
provide a reference to the Southeast Policy Area Community Plan; this 
amendment is internally consistent with the balance of the General Plan as it only 
relates to the Southeast Policy Area and does not affect other policy areas of the 
General Plan (e.g., circulation, open space, conservation, safety, noise). 

Community Plan 

Finding: The community plan is consistent with the General Plan goals, policies, 
and implementation programs 

Evidence: The proposed Southeast Policy Area Community Plan is consistent 
with and implements the goals and polices of the General Plan by providing 
detailed policy and planning for new development in this area. Specifically, the 
proposed Community Plan implements the following General Plan goals and 
policies: Guiding Goal1 and subsequent focused Goals 1-2, 1-3, 1-5, 1-6, 1-7, 1-



8, and 1-9; Guiding Goal 2 and subsequent focused Goals 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, and 2-4; 
Guiding Goal 3 and subsequent focused Goals 3-1 and 3-3; Guiding Goal 4 and 
subsequent focused Goal 4-2; Policies Cl-9 (light rail alignment}, Cl-1 0 (arterial 
and collector roads), LU-4 (conformity of subsequent planning to the General 
Plan), LU-1 0 Gobs-housing ratio}, LU-32 (Southeast Policy Area implementation), 
PF-2 (service agency coordination}, PF-3 (water demand planning and delivery), 
PF-8 (sewer service and availability}, PF-19 (infrastructure phasing), and PF-20 
through PF-25 (infrastructure financing). 

Special Planning Area Establishment 

Finding #1: That the proposed special planning area is consistent with the goals, 
policies, and objectives of the General Plan. 

Evidence: The proposed Southeast Policy Area Special Planning Area is 
consistent with the goals and policies of the General Plan, specifically 
implementing the direction of Policy LU-32 and its program the Southeast Policy 
Area Community Plan. 

Finding #2: That the proposed special planning area meets the requirements set 
forth in EGMC Title 23. 

Evidence: Title 23 of the Municipal Code requires that a special planning area 
contain, at a minimum, a list of allowed uses, development standards for 
development, other design standards as appropriate, and identification of 
reasons for establishment of the special planning area. Chapter 3 of the 
Southeast Policy Area Special Planning Area identifies the allowed, conditionally 
allowed, and prohibited uses. Chapter 4 details development standards for 
streets, buildings, frontages, community spaces, and common features. Chapter 
5 provides design protocols (standards and guidelines) for development area­
wide, within the private realm, and within the public realm. Chapter 1 identifies 
the reasons for establishing the Special Planning Area, specifically stating that 
the "purpose ... is to provide unique and imaginative planning standards and 
regulations, which cannot be provided through the application of the City's 
standard zoning districts." 

Finding #3: That the proposed special planning area is needed because the 
project is not possible under the existing zoning requirements. 

Evidence: As outlined in the purpose of the Special Planning Area, the 
"purpose ... is to provide unique and imaginative planning standards and 
regulations, which cannot be provided through the application of the City's 
standard zoning districts." The goals and policies of the Southeast Policy Area, 
as provided in the Community Plan, call for creating an employment-oriented 
development with a strong sense of place, quality urban design elements, and a 
mixed land use plan. To achieve these goals and policies, the City has 



developed the Special Planning Area as a "modified form-based code, which is 
an alternative approach to zoning than has traditionally been used in Elk Grove. 
This code places greater emphasis on the character and function of development 
than provided in traditional zoning in order to create a more complete and vibrant 
community. It does this through standards for pedestrian spaces, requirements 
for building orientation, and design standards for new buildings." Further, the 
Special Planning Area document address and implements the goals and policies 
of the Community Plan to correct the disproportionate jobs/housing ratio of the 
City by specifically allowing higher density employment development within 
specific, targeted, employment areas. 

Rezoning 

Finding: The proposed zoning amendment (text or map) is consistent with the 
General Plan goals, policies, and implementation programs. 

Evidence: The zoning of the subject property into the Southeast Policy Area 
Special Planning Area is consistent with the General Plan as it implements 
General Plan Policy LU-32 and the corresponding Southeast Policy Area 
Community Plan. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Elk Grove this gth 

day of July 2014 

ATTEST: 

Jb~&c= 

S COOPER, VICE MAYOR of the 
OF ELK GROVE 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 



City of Elk Grove 
General Plan Amendment 14-3, Part A: Southeast Policy Area 
Admin Draft- June 5, 2014 

EXHIBIT A 

Page 1 of 4 

Note to Reader: Proposed changes are shown in str:ikeoi:Jtlunderline with proposed deletions shown with 

strikeoi:Jt and additions shown with an underline. 

Introduction 

The Community Plan discussion on page 16 is amended to read as follows and a 

discussion of specific plans is added: 

The Elk Grove Community Plan§. 

At the time of incorporation, the Elk Grove Prior to incorporation. the Elk Grove community was governed 

by the Sacramento County General Plan and Zoning Code were which included accompanied by the Elk 

Grove Community Plan and the Franklin-Laguna Community Plan planning documents~ first approved in 

the late 1970s. These documents wAiGA-provided some limited policy direction and a land use map which 

frequently differed from the land use map of the General Plan or the zoning map- and in some cases 

were not consistent with either. 

With the adoption of trus the 2003 General Plan, the need for the these specific Community Plans­

adopted by the County in order to provide planning at a more detailed level than was possible at the time 

the County's community plans were first adopted is was no longer va-Hd--necessarv. Therefore, trus the 

General Plan supersedes did not incorporate the Elk Grove Community Plan and the Franklin-Laguna 

Community Plan, which are no longer in effect. 

As the City continues to grow and develop. the City may identify the need to establish new community 

plans for specific areas where more detailed policies than are available in this General Plan are 

necessary for successful development. New community plans will be established as part of this General 

Plan. Specifically, the City has prepared and adopted the Southeast Policy Area Community Plan, which 

will guide development in the Southeast Policy Area. 



City of Elk Grove 
General Plan Amendment 14-3, Part A: Southeast Policy Area 
Admin Draft- June 5, 2014 

Circulation Element 

Figure C/-1 is amended to read as follows: 
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